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Essa protests high Conservation Authority charges

by Richard Blanchard

Essa township has renewed its battle against a plan by the
Nottawasaga Conservation Authority to levy fees for build-
ing projects which will, in some cases, exceed the feeslevied
by local municipalities.

As council reviewed the proposed schedule of fees, coun-
cillor Rick Newlove said that he felt the proposed charges
were out of line.

"Another $200 charge to construct a deck on your house.
Thisis crazy. Itsjust simply double dipping,” he said.

"I hopethat thisisrevisited by the NVCA's new board. Its
simply ridiculous to see people faced with $400 or $500 fees
to build a new deck. Its just going to encourage people to
build structures without a permit,”

York-Simcoe Naturalists

The York-Simcoe Naturalists Club will be holding a
meeting on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at 7:30pm in the
River Drive Park Community Centre, 20 Oak Avenue, in
River Drive Park. Songbirds of the Boreal Forest will be
the topic. Refreshments will be served. Bring your own
mug. For more information call 905 898-2329 or 1 800
216-3830.

Township mayor Dave Guergis said that he noticed that
entire community of Angus would be subject to these addi-
tional fees from the NV CA.

"Even if your property is a half mile away from the near-
est body of water. The NVCA has just gone revenue crazy,”
he said.

Council agreed to send aletter to the NV CA protesting the
charges. It aso supported a motion form the township of
Mulmur which opposes the increases.

Recently Mr. Wayne Bunt was installed as the
Worshipful Master of Minerva Lodge No. 304 at their regu-
lar meeting. He replaces Mr. Gordon Murray who was
Master of the Lodge during the past year. Approximately 50
local Masons and visiting Masons throughout the area were
in attendance. Minerva Lodge was instituted in 1873 in
Stroud and its presence has been an asset to the community
through the years.

Freemasonry is the oldest fraternity known to man and
encourages goodwill and charity towards al mankind. It
inspires personal growth and recognizes human equality.
Masonic Lodges provide assistance to worthwhile causes

through The Masonic Foundation of Ontario.

Tax savings in 2007 - Families with young children win big

The Canadian Taxpayers
Federation (CTF) released
projected income and pay-
roll tax changes kicking in
on Jan. 1st.

"All taxpayers will pay
less tax in the new year,"
said CTF federal director
John Williamson. "The new
employment tax credit will
increase to $1,000 for the
2007 tax year, up from $250

in 2006. This fourfold
increase permits the finance
minister to truthfully assert
taxes are going down even
though Canadians will pay
more payroll taxes next year
and the lowest personal
income tax rate will rise a
quarter-point to 15.5% from
15.25%."

Effective Jan. 1st, Em-
ployment Insurance (El) pre-

mium rates will drop by
seven cents to $1.80 for
employees (per $100 of
insurable earnings) from the
current rate of $1.87. The
corresponding employer rate
will drop by 10 cents to
$2.52 from the current rate
of $2.62. However, the max-
imum insurable earnings
will rise from $39,000 to
$40,000. The previous El

Canada Pension Plan
(CPP) premium rates (per
$100 of insurable earnings)
will remain unchanged at
4.95% paid by employees
and 4.95% paid by employ-
ers. The threshold will
increase to $43,700 in 2007
from today's $42,100 level.

“Without a doubt the
biggest winners are families
with young children. They
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threshold increase was in  will rocket ahead thanks
1995. mostly to the monthly $100

payment for each child under
p . age 6,” stated Williamson.

“Low-income individu-
als, earning less than
$25,000 annually, benefit the
most from Ottawa's new
employment tax credit. Also
noteworthy are that the larg-
er tax savings for individuals
earning $80,000 is due to
indexation and how uneven-
ly families with similar
income levels are taxed,”
said Williamson.

Williamson says Canada
till has the highest taxes in
the G-7 nations which
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businesses to be successful,"
said Flaherty. "While we
have made great strides,
Canadians still pay too much
tax, and our government will
continue to look at new ways
to ease the tax burden and
create a real Canadian tax
advantage."

Budget 2006 set the tone
for tax relief by proposing 29
personal and business tax
reductions. Personal tax
relief aone amounts to
almost $20 hillion over two
years, more than the four
previous federal budgets
combined.

These measures include:

- A 1% reduction in the
goods and services tax
(GST) beginning on July 1,
2006.

- Increasing the basic per-
sonal amount-the amount
that an individua can
earn without paying federal
personal income tax-so that
it grows each and every year
and remains above previous-
ly legislated levels in 2006
and 2007. The basic person-
al amount will be $8,929 in
2007 and will continue to
increase.

- Permanently reducing
the lowest personal income
tax rate from 16% to 15.5%
effective July 1, 2006.

- Providing all Canadians
a break on work-related
expenses under the new
Canada Employment Credit.
This measure took effect
July 1, 2006, and recognizes
the cost of work-related
expenditures such as home
computers, uniforms and
supplies.

- Creating a Children's
Fitness Tax Credit to cover
eligible fees up to $500 for
enrolment in a physical
activity program, effective
Jan. 1, 2007.

- Providing students with
a new textbook tax credit,
effective Jan. 1, 2006, to pro-
vide better tax recognition
for the cost of textbooks for
students.

Canada's Tax Fairness
Plan, announced on October
31, 2006, built on the tax
cuts announced in the budget
by proposing significant
positive measures to help
Canadian seniors by:

- Increasing the age cred-
it amount by $1,000 retroac-
tive to Jan. 1, 2006.

- Introducing income
splitting for pensioners to
increase  the  rewards
from retirement saving
effective as of the 2007 taxa-
tion year.

The federal government
has also promised a Tax
Back Guarantee by dedicat-
ing all interest savings from
reducing the federal debt to
personal income tax reduc-
tions.

These savings are sub-
stantial. Debt reduction in
2005-06 will result in ongo-
ing interest savings of $660
million per year and, com-
bined with interest savings
from planned $3-billion
annual debt reduction, will
climb to $800 million in 07-
08 and $1.4 billion per year
by 2011-12, resulting in sig-
nificant personal income tax
reductions.

"As debt reduction con-
tinues and interest savings
accumulate, so too will the
tax reductions for Canadian
families and taxpayers-less
debt means less interest
means less taxes" said
Flaherty.

All personal income tax
amounts will be adjusted by
2.2%, effective Jan. 1, 2007,
to ensure that inflation does
not cause people to pay more
income tax. Adjustments to
the Canada Child Tax
Benefit  (including the
National Child Benefit sup-
plement and the Child
Disability Benefit) and the
GST credit will take effect as
of July 1, 2007, to coincide
with the beginning of the
"program year" for these
benefits.



