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On September 18, 2006, Justice Dennis

O’Conner revealed, after studying the case of
Mahar Arar, that Arar should be removed from
the terror watch list, and that the RCMP supplied
wrong information to the United States. Three
months later, a second and final report was
released, coming to the same conclusion.

Canadians are familiar with the Mahar Arar
case; a Syrian born Canadian, detained in New
York after a trip to Tunisia, was sent to Syria for
10 months where he was imprisoned and
tortured.

Although he received a private and public
apology from former RCMP Commissioner
Giuliano Zaccardelli, there is a matter of
financial compensation to be dealt with.

But let’s look at the bigger picture here; he is
somewhat a prisoner in his own country.

He cannot travel to the United States, can’t
even make a stopover there; he is still on their
terror watch list. 

In a letter dated January 16, which was sent
to Canada’s Public Safety Minister Stockwell
Day, the U.S. cited information which they say
has merit for keeping Arar out of their country.

Canadian public security authorities have
seen this information and found “nothing new”
that would give them reason for keeping Arar on
their watch list.

Let’s look at both sides; let’s say he is a threat

to the United States. Our authorities have seen
the report, and deemed the information not
significant or important enough to keep Arar on
a terror watch list. What constitutes a threat to
safety and national security? How is our policy
different of that of the United States?  

On the other side of the coin, Arar is not a
threat - he is your average Canadian, a working
man, who may periodically face discrimination
due to the events of the day. How is it fair that
his rights have been taken away? How are this
man’s rights being protected? He is entitled to
the rights of every other citizen of this country,
to take a trip, cross the border, and not have to
worry about meeting screening officials at the
airport, and wondering what the outcome is, just
because you have crossed into a neighbouring
first world country.

Canadian officials have apologized for the
nightmare Arar went through and are trying their
hardest to allow Arar to have the same rights as
you and I. 

David Milgard and Steven Truscott and two

familiar names in Canada, as they were both
tried and convicted for crimes they did not
commit. A crime was not even committed here,
that we have been told, and a fellow citizen of
ours has been convicted. That just doesn’t seem
right, fair, appropriate.

U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont)
lashed out at his fellow senators, stating “We
knew damn well that if he went to Canada, he
wouldn’t be tortured. We knew damn well that is
he went to Syria he would be tortured. It’s
beneath the dignity of this country, a country
that has always been a beacon of human rights,
to send somebody to another country to be
tortured.”

The RCMP apologized. The Canadian
Government has removed Arar from their terror
watch list, even after reading the ‘secret file’ the
U.S. has on Arar. 

While some may be asking, ‘Is there
something they know that we don’t?’, more
should be asking ‘What right does the U.S. have
to do this to our fellow citizen?’

They don’t. Until evidence surfaces, stating
Arar has done something wrong, or is a threat,
he will be watched by people on the street,
scrutinized by neighbours, and be put under a
microscope.

Our government cleared him, what more do
we need?

The new Scarlet Letter: T
Comment

by Michelle Minnoch

Cookstown information news, not a column

Open letter to Canada’s new Minister of the Environment

Dear editor,
I, and a great number of my

friends, from far and near, who are
also subscribers to your paper, have
been wondering what has happened
to the Cookstown News column by
Susan Stein?

It is most puzzling as to why we
must look here and there throughout
the paper to find her news items .

How many of your subscribers
have, or will cancel, their
subscriptions because of the way
Susan seems to have been
discriminated against ? 

Please don't lose her or continue
to mix up her most interesting news
items .

I for one have always said if
Susan weren't writing such an

interesting column for your paper, I
wouldn't find it worthwhile to renew
my long-standing subscription .

Sincerely Elma (Mrs. Harry)
Ross 

Editor’s note: Susan is a reporter,
therefore her articles are found
throughout the paper. Churchill and
Thornton remain columns as tidbits
of information about those particular
areas are given. Susan, however,
attends various events, and as space
permits during layout, her news is

scattered throughout the paper, as
well as news about other areas in the
town, county, etc. 

The Scope will continue to bring
readers information about various
events from all corners of the
municipality. It is a shame you only
read the Cookstown news, as there
are other great events going on
throughout our great community.

Susan has not been discriminated
against and will continue to cover
Cookstown for The Scope.

Dear editor,
Saint Elizabeth Health

Care has been named one of
the top 50 Best Employers
of Canada for 2007. 

The list was published in
the January issue of the
Globe and Mail’s Report on
Business Magazine.

At SEHC, our staff
exemplify the best qualities
of their profession and
encompass the passion,
energy and excellence it

takes to provide phenomenal
health care. 

They are committed to
the communities we serve
and have the wonderful
privilege of touching the
hearts and lives of countless
people every day.

SEHC was the only
health care service
organization to make the top
50 list. 

Building on nearly 100
years of wisdom and

experience in home and
community care, SEHC
employs 381 staff
throughout Simcoe County
and has been serving the
local community since 1997.

Jennifer Berry
Manager, Saint Elizabeth

Health Care
Simcoe County Service

Delivery Centre

Dear Minister Baird,
I extend to you my

congratulations on your
appointment to Minister of
the Environment. As a long
time leader in advancing
Canada’s environmental
agenda, I know that this can
be either the best or the
worst job in the world. To
help you start on the
essentials, I’m sending you
the priority ABCs for
immediate action.

A - Act on Canada’s
climate commitments:
Reduce greenhouse gases by

setting clear targets and
schedules that meet our
Kyoto commitments; cut the
bafflegab and spin from
your predecessor’s “Dirty
Air Act”; and, admit that
we’ve blown it so far, but
we’ll try our best now (this
may mean taking a penalty
from the Kyoto Compliance
folks, but why not be
proactive and responsible
about it instead of
wallowing in deep denial).

B - Boil water: Boil
your own drinking water for
a month – then you’ll

experience the fear and
aggravation created by boil
water advisories in
communities from
Newfoundland to British
Columbia, including many
First Nations communities
(see www.foecanada .org).
Safe drinking water is a
human right which should
be supported at home and at
the UN.

C - Compete with
California to have the
cleanest, most efficient
vehicles and fuels: Set
regulated targets for

Canada’s auto and truck
makers and invest in the
next generation of biofuel
technologies (such as
cellulosic), so that Canada
can lead in this area,
protecting rather than
damaging the environment.

These ABCs are just the
beginning. You have a
whole department of
dedicated and passionate
employees with a mission –
not just a job – to help save
our planet. I encourage you
to use that dedication to help
you earn your “honourable”

designation as Canada’s
Minister of the
Environment.

I look forward to meeting
you to talk about how
Friends of the Earth-Canada
and our 70 Friends of the
Earth groups across the
planet can help you address
these ABCs and many other
serious issues.

Sincerely yours,
Beatrice Olivastri
Chief Executive Officer
Friends of the Earth-

Canada

Letters From
Our Readers

SEHC kicks off the New Year as
one of Canada’s 50 Best Employers 

Get your copy of Farms of Innisfil 
You can still purchase a copy of Farms of Innisfil for

the low price of $40.
The 400 page hard cover book, filled with stories and

photos of Innisfil’s farming community, is a great addition
to your library collection, and a great read. You can call
Hank at (705) 436-3476 or Donna at (705) 436-2578 to
buy your copy today. 

York-Simcoe Naturalists meeting
The York Simcoe Naturalists Group will hold a General

Meeting on February 13,2007 at 7:30pm. The speaker will
be Christa Sharp, East Holland Watershed Coordinator at
the LSRCA. She will be talking about the East Holland
River restoration projects and initiatives that are taking
place. The meeting will take place in the River Drive Park
Community Centre, 20 Oak Avenue in River Drive Park.
For more info call 905 898-2329 or 1 800 216-3830.  


