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Grow lab shut-down in Angus, couple charged

(Essa Twp., ON) On
Friday, the 21 of
September, in the early
evening, members of the
Nottawasaga OPP and
Huronia Wet OPP
detachment, Caledon OPP
Detachment - Crime Unit

and the OPP Canine Unit
executed a search warrant
to enter a dwelling house
located on King Street in
the Village of Angus.
Police located a
hydroponics marijuana
grow lab of one hundred

and twenty-nine plants in
various stages of growth
that could earn a potential
street value of $130,000.
Hydroponics growing
equipment was also seized.

As a result of the

investigation, members of
the Essa Township fire
department Hydro One,
and the Essa Township
building inspection
department conducted their
own investigation that
resulted in the residence to

Conservation Corner; Chinook Salmon

by Shannon Stephens

Half a continent away,
seeking the stream of their
birth after years in the
Pacific, an amazing aquatic
spawning migration is
underway. The Chinook
salmon are spawning.
However, this fall
phenomenon can be seen
right here in the
Nottawasaga River! Head
down to the river, and you
can see the end of an
amazing life's journey, made
by only the lucky and fittest,
surviving Chinooks who
will  begin the next
generation.

Each fall, after three
years in Georgian Bay,
Chinooks embark on a
marathon journey up to 100
km up the Nottawasaga.
Both rainbow trout and
Chinook salmon go
upstream into the Pine,
Nottawasga and Boyne
River. The Chinook are
easily spotted at the
Nicolston Dam fishway,
near Alliston, which was
installed to allow the fish
access the prime spawning
grounds within the Upper

Nottawasaga River
watershed. They eat nothing
during their spawning run
and rely on stored energy
reserves for migration and
reproductive materials.

The breeding males
develop alarge hooked jaw.

Their scientific name
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
is derived from the Greek
onkos ("hook™) and rynchos
(nose"). The female
prepares the redd (nest) in
gravel, by lying on her side
and beating vigorously with
her tail. Females tend to
choose larger males to
fertilize their 3,000 to
14,000 eggs. The male dies
shortly after spawning.
Afterwards, the female
guards the eggs, until she
too dies. The bodies of
salmon float downstream,
rejoining the food chain,
perhaps feeding the very
aguatic insects that will be
eaten by their own young
come spring.

The eggs need cool,
clean flowing water. The
eggs hatch in March.
Typically, the young fry stay
in the river for 3 months,
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and then swim down to
Georgian Bay. Many
Chinook die early in life due
to natural predation and
human changes in habitat,
including siltation, low
oxygen, loss of stream cover
and low river flows.
Chinook were introduced
in small numbers to the
Great Lakes in the late
1870s for sports fishing. By
the 1950s, the Lake Trout
and other native fisheries
had been decimated by
overfishing and predation by
introduced Sea Lamprey. In
response, stocking of Pacific
salmon increased
dramatically in the 1960s
and 1970s. Chinook are
popular with hatcheries
because they only take six
months to rear, compared to
the 14-16 months Coho
salmon take. Stocking data,
from the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission,
records the addition of 848
million fish between 1966
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and 2001!

In Georgian Bay, the
Owen Sound hatchery
started stocking in 1985 and
continues today. Based on
mark-recapture studies,
natural reproduction rose in
Lake Huron; increasing
from 15% in the early
1990s, to nearly 80% in
2000-2003.

In Georgian Bay about
95% of Chinook are wild,
self-reproducing fish.

Salmon love to eat
alewife, a small fish.
Alewife are an introduced
species first reported in
Lake Eriein the 1930's.

Alewife populations can
fluctuate dramatically. Mass
die-offs of alewife have
occurred, leaving tractor-
loads them to decaying on
beaches. In the last five
years, alewife populations
have crashed. Without this
preferred food source,
mature  Chinook are
trimming down, reaching an
average 8 pounds instead of
the 13 pounds in the 1990s.

Today, a new challenge
facing the Chinook and
many other native fish is the
Viral Hemorrhagic Septi-
cemia (VHS).

Although fish carrying
VHS are safe for humans to
eat, the virusis very harmful
to fish populations.
Diseased fish may have pale
gills and organs, bloated
abdomens, bulging eyes,
bleeding hemorrhages on
body and organs, or may not
exhibit any visible signs.
VHS can spread through the
water, on infected fish, or
fish parts. We can all help
slow the spread of VHS by
not moving fish or baitfish
between water bodies, and
washing equipment between
water bodies.

To report fish die-offs
cal the Ministry of Natural
Resources 1-866-929-0994.

be deemed uninhabitable.
Maurice Meunier, age
44 years and Catherine
Nedelcoff, age 48 years
both of Angus were
charged under the Cont-
rolled Drug and Substan-
ces Act with Possession of

a Scheduled Il Drug,
Possession for the Purpose
of Trafficking, and Prod-
uction of a Schedule 11
Drug. They have a
November 8 court date to
answer to the above
charges.

South Simcoe Police news

Impaired Driving

On Sunday, Sept. 23, a South Simcoe Police officer
was on general patrol around 7:15 p.m. when he observed
a vehicle heading straight for him on Kell St. in Innisfil.
The officer pulled to the right and the vehicle drove by
him. The officer stopped the vehicle a short distance away
and arrested the driver for Impaired Operation of a motor
vehicle. He was brought back to the South Simcoe Police
Station where he blew 3 times over the legal limit. A 67
year old Innisfil man was charged accordingly and has a
court date in October.

Assault/Utter Threats

On Sunday, Sept. 23, at approx. 3 p.m the South
Simcoe police attended to a disturbance call outside the
Bedrock Bar and Grill in Alcona. When police arrived
they observed numerous people in a heated discussion. It
was learned that a male and female were having an
argument over money owed. The male threatened and
assaulted the female. The victims father came to her aid
just before police arrived. A 20 year old Innisfil man was
arrested for uttering threats and assaulting the 21 year old
victim. The accused was held for a bail hearing on
Monday.

Mischief Over $5000

SSP are investigating extensive vandalism to
construction equipment which occurred overnight Sunday
Sept. 23/24 at MiTech Industries located on Industrial
Road, Bradford. Bulldozers, excavators and other
contruction equipment had their cabs smashed, electronics
ripped out and painted with paint balls. Damage is
estimated to be approximately $25,000. Anyone with
information regarding this occurrence is asked to call
South Simcoe Police at 905-775-3311, Crimestoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS, or leave an anonymous tip at
www.1800222tips.com.

Co-author of ‘Chicken
Soup for the Canadian
Soul’ comes to Stroud

The Innisfil Public Library is pleased to announce that
Janet Matthews, co-author of the Canadian best seller,
Chicken Soup for the Canadian Soul, will be appearing at
the Stroud Branch on Wednesday, September 26, at 7:00
p.m.

Please register for this uplifting and inspirational
presentation by phone, 436-1681, or in person at the Stroud
Branch. Books will be available for purchase. The Library
thanks the Friends of the Library for sponsoring this special
event!



