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However, Green Party
candidate Jim Reeves said
the region — including the
lake — has been damaged
by poor planning and
government neglect over the
last few decades.

"The Lake Simcoe
watershed has undergone
continual degradation for
over 20 years, all the major
parties have contributed," he
said.

"We can recover from
economic mistakes, but
what we cannot do is
recover from building a
freeway over sensitive
marsh areas (and) building
homes over sensitive
farmland. The major parties
are making those mistakes.
The Liberals introduced (a)
Green Belt (protection plan),
and that was good. But what
they left unprotected was the
area from Newmarket up to
Barrie."

If elected, the Greens
would implement
community growth
strategies, that include local
jobs for residents and easily
accessible services, shops
and restaurants.

Libertarian candidate
Caley McKibbin says good
communities are built on a
respect for private property
rights.

"We don't want to put a
gun to anyone's head
because we think we know
what is best," he said. "You
can do whatever you want,
as long as you respect the
personal property of others.
Everyone is the owner of his
or her body."

If elected, the Libert-
arians would reduce taxes
and government depart-
ments, said McKibbin.

Nancy Morrison, the
NDP candidate for York-
Simcoe, wants fairness for
families and children across

the province. Her party, if
elected, would immediately
raise the minimum wage to
$10, roll back the $40,000
per year wage increase for
MPPs that was approved by
the provincial government
earlier this term, increase
funding for children with
autism, and insure seniors
receive better long-term
care.

"This election is about
fairness, honesty and
integrity," she  said.
"McGuinty fails to live up to
promises he made to me
during the last election,
promises to families of
children with autism. My
son is at home, unable to
attend classes with his
therapist, because she's not
allowed in the classroom."

Over the last few years,
Morrison has advocated for
autism awareness and
funding from the provincial
government.

Candidates following party line when
it comes to who won the debate

By Bill Rea

Candidates in York —
Simcoe for the Oct. 10
provincial election were
dealt some more questions
over the last week for their
spontaneous responses.

Their replies are pres-
ented here in alphabetical
order.

Who won the leaders’

debate?

Family Coalition Party
candidate Victor Carvalho
said he didn’t see the debate.

“We don’t watch TV,” he
commented, adding he
surmised nobody won
because “they don’t carry
our platform at all.”

“Dalton  Mcguinty,”
declared Liberal John
Gilbank. “He took on two
guys at once and he bested
them both. It’s a major-
league victory when you can
do that.”

“I didn’t watch it,”
replied Libertarian candidate
Caley McKibbin.

“Howie,” declared New
Democrat Nancy Morrison.
“Howard Hampton won.
He’s the one who got his
platform out there.’

She added the other two
leaders were “bickering
about the past.”

“John Tory,” replied
Progressive Conservative
Julia Munro, who declined
to elaborate.

“There wasn’t a leaders’
debate. All the leaders
weren’t there,” commented
Green candidate Jim
Reeves, who pointed out
that his party leader, Frank
de Jong, was not invited to
take part. “Therefore, there
can’t be a winner since there
was no leaders’ debate.”

Does party discipline put

bl

too many restrictions of
the power of individual
MPPs?

“No, provided the party
discipline is morally sound,”
Carvalho said, adding that
would include leadership
aimed at getting to the truth,
rather than just promoting
an agenda.

“It’s a blade that cuts
both ways,” Gilbank obser-
ved, pointing out it can be
beneficial if something
really needs to be done. “It’s
more of a leverage issue,
than a good or bad,” he
observed.

“I think if you’re going to
associate with a party, you
should adhere to some kind
of discipline,” McKibbin
said. “That’s part of the
package.”

“l don’t think so,”
Morrison said. “There’s a
reason we choose to run for
the party we run with. Our
basic philosophies are all the
same.”

“No,” said Munro. “You
don’t leave your brains at
the door when you go into a
caucus meeting. You go in
and you have the confidence
that it is private and you can
say whatever you think or
what you have learned from
your community. That’s
what you’re there for.”

She added that as in other
issues of life, MPPs don’t
always get things to go their
way.

“That doesn’t mean you
take your marbles and go
home,” she said. “You suck
it up and try again.”

“Quick answer, yes,”
Reeves said.

He added if the mixed
member proportional
representation model gets by

the referendum stage, that
will improve things, giving
more authority to individual
MPPs and the voters.

“Too much adherence to
the party line is not a good
thing,” he said, adding more
consensus government is
needed.

Should Prostate-Specific
Antigen (PSA) tests for
men be paid for by OHIP?

Carvalho said he would
go along with including it if
it’s required treatment. I
would put it way above
abortions,” he declared.

“Absolutely,” Gilbank
said, adding he’s had friends
who have had to take the
tests. Men requiring them
could be vulnerable, and he
said avoiding them because
of the cost involved could be
lethal.

“No,” McKibbin said.
“I’m against all subsidies.”

“Definitely,” Morrison
said, adding her father has
had to take such tests and
pay for them, while on a
fixed income, and she said
other seniors would be in the
same boat.

“It’s hard for them to
start finding another 50
dollars,” she remarked.

Munro said she’s very
familiar with this issue,
adding PSA tests don’t have
a very high accuracy rate.
Until medical experts
determine they are more
reliable, she said she
wouldn’t advocate them
being covered by OHIP.

“Generally, I’d say yes,”
Reeves commented,
although he pointed out
there should be some way to
re-evaluate what tests are
required and available, thus
updating what OHIP should
cover.

"I wanted to take my
advocacy further, to Queen's
Park, to ensure our children
are not cast aside any
further," she said.

Victor Carvalho, Family
Coalition candidate for
York-Simcoe, has also
advocated for government
legislation in the past. He
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DEBATE: Tory education plan under fire

strongly opposes abortion,
and supports traditional
family values and
compassion in all aspects of
government.

"(We're) the only party
that openly and
fundamentally recognizes
the supremacy of God, the
preciousness of life from

conception to natural death
(and) the uniqueness of
marriage as one man and
one woman," he said. "The
family as a basic building
block of society is the
healthiest environment to
bring up a child. Our
policies  reflect  our
fundamental values.

Ontario is shutting down its coal
plants and fast-tracking natural gas
generation — a plan that will send
energy bills skyrocketing.

They say natural gas, intermittent
renewables like wind power, and
unpredictable conservation will meet
our energy needs through 2014.
But with nuclear supply and new
transmission lines hung up with

Ontario’s current energy
plan is full of gas.

Something doesn’t smell right.

lengthy approvals, it’s the riskiest
gambit. We can have affordable
electricity prices, reliable service,
environmental safeguards and
abundant supply if we: I) finish
retrofitting our coal stations with
proven, readily available clean-coal
technology; 2) co-fire biomass like
they do in Europe; 3) expedite
nuclear supply. For the full story

visit www.abetterenergyplan.ca
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POWER WORKERS’ UNION

A voice of reason
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Hamilton Tours Ltd.
Personalized Tour & Travel
TICO Reg. No. 04023420
Day Tours: (include 1 meal, admission & GST) COST
Fri. Oct 12 Cranberries & Cruising Day Package $83.00
Fri. Oct 12 E\{ ??ghmspégnig; g;‘?he River Run Centre, Guelph $82.00
Sat. Oct 20 One Day Shopping Trip to Buffalo **No Meals $44.00
Sat. Oct 27 St. Jacobs Day Tour $64.00
Eri. Nov 2 Royal Winter Fair $90.00

including tickets to the Opening Night Horse Show

Overnight Tours: Canadian Tours include GST, USA Tours are GST EXEMPT

Oct 16 to 18 Fabulous 3 Day Mystery Tour in Ontario Cost per person
- celebrating our $442.00 Twin
22nd Anniversary in Business $392.00 Triple
Includes: 2 nights hotel, 5 meals, a boat cruise, several $382.00 Quad
admissions, GST and more. . )

$542.00 Single

Nov 5 to 9 Churchill, Manitoba - Bring your Camera and Cost per person

Your Sense of Adventure as we head $4175.00 Twin

North to Polar Bear Country for the $4618.00 Single

Annual Polar Bear Migration

Includes: door to door pick-up and transfer, return air flight on

WestJet to Winnipeg, 2 nights in Winnipeg, city tour, visit to the

Museum of an and Nature, The Forks, Legislative Buildings,

round trip air from Winnipeg to Churchill, 2 nights in Churchill,

Eskimo Museum, 2 full days on the Tundra Buggy to photo-

graph and observe the Polar Bears, 9 meals.

Nov 18 to 27 A Country Music Christmas in Branson, Cost per person
Missouri , $1855.00 Twin
Includes: admission to 9 music theatre performances , .
admission to Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch, guided city tour of St. $2380.00 Single
Louis, 15 meals & GST EXEMPT.

Dec4 &5 Niagara Falls 25th Anniversary of the Winter Cost per person

Festival of Lights featuring Daniel O’Donnell
& Charley Pride Includes: hotel accommodation at the
beautiful Double Tree Hotel, hotel taxes, admission to 3

music performances as listed in the itinerary, 2 meals & GST.

$444.00 Twin
$575.00 Single

Visit our Website www.hamiltontoursltd.com

R.R. #1, 3479, Hwy 88, Bradford L3Z 2A4 905-775-9006 1-800-584-4941




