
Join staff at the Innisfil
Public Library for a fun time
this March Break.  

They'll have Mad Hatter

parties, Dance Madness,
Movie Madness and much
more. Enjoy a magic show
and learn a trick, see our spe-

cial display of skulls from
the Royal Ontario Museum,
watch a puppet show and see
reptiles and amphibians from

the Wye Marsh Wildlife
Centre. 

Registration for March

Break programs began yes-
terday. For more informa-
tion, pick up a March Break

brochure from the library or
v i s i t
www.innisfil.library.on.ca.
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DROP BOX
is now located in the

Sobey’s Alcona
2080 Jans Blvd. at the courtesy desk.
If you have an ad, story or picture for your
community paper, you may leave it in the 

locked box in Sobey’s Alcona
THE BOX IS EMPTIED

EVERY MONDAY MORNING

staff ing solut ions

Material Handlers:
Days, Afternoons or Midnights. Must be raymond reach and 
counter balance certified. 9 positons available. $14.25 hourly.

General Assembler:
Physically capable to do repetitive linework. 

Days $12.88. Afternnoon $13.45. Midnight $13.60. 
Immediate openings. Long term opportunity.

Clerical Support Roles:
HR, accounting, payroll. All contract in the area.

Translators:
French, Mandarin, Chinese, Japanese. $18.00 hourly.

Please Apply Within, fax or email:
4 Cedar Point Drive, Unit D Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7 or

Fax: 705-735-6346 or email: barrieresumes@spherion.ca

NEW POSITIONS

Province thanked for Greenbelt plans
The Ontario Greenbelt

Alliance has congratulated
the McGuinty government
for beginning the process of
growing the Greenbelt in
southern Ontario.

“This announcement
couldn’t have come at a bet-
ter time, as citizens outside
the Greenbelt are facing
huge new developments and
threats to their local green
space and agricultural
lands,” said Dr. Rick Smith,
Executive Director, Envir-
onmental Defence.

“I couldn’t think of a bet-
ter way to celebrate the third

anniversary of the Greenbelt
than with the announcement
of the process to make it big-
ger and better,” said Caroline
Schultz, Executive Director,
Ontario Nature.

The pattern of proposed
development in southern
Ontario is threatening to
hem in the agricultural and
Natural Heritage Systems of
the Greenbelt before a com-
prehensive landform conser-
vation plan is established, a
fate suffered by the 1970's
Parkway Belt.

Since its adoption in
2005, members of Greenbelt

Alliance, environmental
groups, ratepayer groups and
moms and dads have been
asking that Ontario’s award-
winning Greenbelt be
expanded to protect areas of
the province now the target
of “leap-frog” development.

Ontario’s leading envi-
ronmental groups also united
under the banner “Priorities
for Ontario” during last fall’s
provincial election cam-
paign. The coalition found
that every mainstream politi-
cal party supported the
Greenbelt, with three advo-
cating for growing the

Greenbelt to reflect the on-
the-ground reality of accel-
erated development applica-
tions outside the Greenbelt.

The coalition of 13 lead-
ing environmental groups
called on all political parties
to: Grow the Greenbelt by
expanding its boundaries at
least into southern Simcoe
County and the region of
Kitchener/Waterloo/Guelph
- areas where sprawl is
threatening to leapfrog the
current Greenbelt; extend
the Rouge protected area to
include the Duffins Creek
watershed; and pass a Lake

Simcoe Conservation Act to
protect this threatened
watershed.

The Ontario Greenbelt
Alliance has also long called
for the expansion of the
Greenbelt.

The Greenbelt Alliance
cautioned, however, that the
hard work of growing the
Greenbelt has yet to begin.

“Greenbelt protection
must be expanded to protect
the Duffins Creek water-
shed. Duffins Creek is the
last intact cold water ecosys-
tem in the GTA,” said Sierra
Club of Canada, Ontario

Chapter Director Dan
McDermott.

“It’s no secret that some
areas next to the Greenbelt
are under more threat than
others; Simcoe County, the
“Wild West” of land specula-
tion in Ontario, in particular
is in need of Greenbelt
expansion,” said David Don-
nelly, counsel to Envir-
onmental Defence. “Green-
belts don’t happen organical-
ly; they need leaders and
strong action to grow. The
announcement sets the stage
for finishing the job of pro-
tecting Ontario’s future.”

Lord’s Prayer should stay, says MPP
By Bill Rea

Premier Dalton McGuinty
has called for an end to the
reciting of the Lord’s Prayer
at the start of the day’s work
in the provincial legislature.

But York-Simcoe MPP
Julia Munro is not
impressed. The premier
made the announcement last
week in a letter he issued.

“It is time to move
beyond the daily recitation of
the Lord’s Prayer in the
Ontario legislature to a more
inclusive approach that
reflects (the) 21st century,”
he was quoted as stating in
last Thursday’s Toronto Sun.

Munro said she heard no
call for the prayer to be
dropped, and she’s urging

McGuinty to scrap his gov-
ernment’s plan and respect
the traditions of the legisla-
ture. 

She said she has been
hearing for constituents
reacting to the premier’s
announcement, and these
people are unanimous in
their opposition, as they
want the prayer maintained.

“The face of Ontario is
changing and it’s important
that we recognize this,” said
Munro. “However, it is
equally as important that we
respect and maintain the tra-
ditions and history of the
Ontario legislature. Part of
that tradition is keeping the
Lord’s Prayer.

“I find it strange, quite

frankly,” she remarked,
reflecting that the October
provincial election hinged on
the Progressive
Conservatives’ plan to
extend funding to faith-based
schools. “It strikes me as
very odd that he would want
to bring in something that
obviously is going to create
some similar type of contro-
versy. I just don’t understand
it.”

“While jobs disappear
and Ontario’s economy suf-
fers, Dalton McGuinty
thinks it’s more important to
declare a bungled holiday
and talk about doing away
with prayers,” she observed.
“Before McGuinty raised
this idea, I had never heard

from any of my constituents
about the issue. Residents of
York-Simcoe care more
about making sure they have
good paying jobs, a health
care system that works and
an education system that
helps provide our kids with
the skills and good start they
need.”

She thought he might be
trying to deflect the other
issues, like the economy,
with an announcement like
this. “I don’t know if it’s a
trial balloon,” Munro
remarked.

“Instead of more last
minute decisions and one-off
letters, Ontarians want a
government that makes deci-
sions in a constructive and

productive manner,” added
Munro. “We will continue to
hold the McGuinty Liberals
to account on the important
issues while still looking for
ways to improve the way this
place works.” 

Progressive Conservative
leader John Tory wasn’t
impressed with what the pre-
mier is up to either.

He sent a letter to
McGuinty last Wednesday,
in which he stated the issue
“comes somewhat out of the
blue.”

Tory added the PCs are
ready to be part of a commit-
tee to address things like
this. “It would be better if
these things were dealt with
on a comprehensive basis,

rather than in a series of one-
off letters issued from time
to time.”

He also stressed the need
to “recognize the traditions
and history of this place,
because I think that is impor-
tant.”

Tory stated removing the
Lord’s Prayer completely “is
completely unacceptable to
us.

“Part of respecting the
tradition of the legislature is
keeping the Lord’s Prayer,”
he added. “That doesn’t
mean we wouldn’t be open
to other prayers being added,
but a starting assumption that
we would eliminate the
Lord’s Prayer would not be
acceptable to us.”

Plenty of March Break madness at Innisfil library


