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Conservatives unveil ‘prudent’ federal budget

By Bill Rea and
Chris Simon

Last week's federal bud-
get gives local residents
plenty to be thankful for,
says Simcoe-York
Conservative MP Peter Van
Loan.

The proposed budget,
which was introduced into
the House of Commons last
Tuesday, aims to reduce debt
and taxes, while providing
funding for struggling sec-
tors of the economy. And
items that should please
most Canadians, like the
new Tax Free Savings
Account, support for the
automotive sector, the hiring
of police officers and
increased transit funding,
could impact local commu-
nities, said Van Loan.

“There are challenges on
the horizon,” he said. “Some
would have us go down the
path to higher spending,

higher interest payments and
higher taxes. That approach
is misguided. Our govern-
ment is taking the path that
requires focus, prudence and
discipline.”

Among the budget high-
lights, the government plans
to create the tax free, general
purpose savings account,
and allocate $10.2 billion
towards paying down the
national debt. The govern-
ment would also allocate a
total of $1.6 billion in bene-
fits to the auto industry in
2008 and each of the follow-

ing five years, including
$250 million for an
Automotive Innovation
Fund.

And Ontario will receive
millions of dollars in funding
through the budget. Over
$358 million would be spent
through the Community
Development Trust, to help
vulnerable communities

adjust to global economic
uncertainty, and $195 mil-
lion over two years through
the Public Transit Capital
Trust. The province will also
receive $515 million for
infrastructure  initiatives,
$195 million for labour mar-
ket training, $13.4 million to
alleviate financial pressures
in the hog industry, and $303
million through the Clean
Air and Climate Change,
HPV Immunization and
Patient Wait Times
Guarantee trusts.

“The Tax Free Savings
Account is the first of its
kind in Canadian history,”
said Van Loan. “It will pro-
vide all Canadians with a
powerful incentive to save.

An RRSP is primarily
intended for retirement, but
the  Tax-Free  Savings

Account is like an RRSP for
everything else in your life.”
The Liberals have already

suggested they will support
the budget. Failure to sup-
port it would trigger an elec-
tion.

"This budget does not go
as far as we would like in
some areas, but it does not
warrant an election that
Canadians don’t want, at a
time when so much remains
to be done in this parlia-
ment," said Liberal leader
Stephane Dion in a press
release. “With this budget,
the Conservative govern-
ment has begun to move in
the direction that the Liberal
opposition has been pushing.
This government is obvious-
ly lacking its own ideas,
which is why it has adopted
so many of ours from fund-
ing infrastructure and manu-
facturing.”

According to the budget,
Ontario will also receive
$156 million over the next
five years, to hire front line

Everton Brldge gets $1.

By Chris Simon

One of Gilford's main
access points is finally get-
ting fixed.

Town council approved a
plan to spend nearly $1.5
million for the replacement
of Everton Bridge, a main
route for emergency vehicles
and one of the only ways out
of Gilford for residents, dur-
ing a meeting last week. As
part of the plan, Everton

Drive will be closed from
March 1 to Nov. 30.

"It's going to be an incon-
venience to residents, but in
the end it'll be a benefit to
the residents," said mayor
Brian Jackson. "It's always
unfortunate  construction
causes some concern. But
we're going to try and miti-
gate the timeframe. It's an
attempt to inconvenience the
population as little as possi-

Prellmmary work on the
bridge will begin once
Everton Drive is closed, with
road construction beginning
in May. Work on the bridge
is expected to be completed
by March 2009.

In 2005, the town was
granted over $319,000 for
the project through Canada
Ontario Municipal Rural
Infrastructure Funding.

Saturday
Mar. 22

SOUTH
SIMCOE

&

come Ride the Rabbit Transit)

" The Encter Enpress

“Fun for everyone -- Treats, Games, & Prizes

or visit

Trains départ Tottenham Station
12:00 noon, 1:00, 2:00, and 3:00

Children $7.00 Adults $13.00
(Advance Reservations Highly Recommended)
Call 905-936-5815 weekdays 12:00 to 4:00 pm

www.southsimcoerailway.ca

Co-sponsored by Tottenham

However, poor soil condi-
tions and problems obtaining
federal permits have held up
construction, said town engi-
neering technologist Gavin
Watson, in a report to coun-
cil.

"A number of challenges
have been encountered dur-
ing the design of the replace-
ment bridge," he said. "To
obtain (federal) approvals,
the bridge was required to be
raised so that two metres of
clearance was achieved
above the average summer
water level. This require-
ment forced the town to
undertake additional flood
line modeling to ... confirm
the new structure and road
did not impact flooding on
lands upstream. Our soil
consultant also found very

LET US
WELCOME

YOU!

. come N
AGON
Suwece LG

www.welcomewagon.ca

Our Hostess will
bring gifts and
grewtings, alang
with halpful
information about
YOUr naw
COMMmUnity

705-436-2365 , 705-431-8193

L7 05-290-0201, 705'458'232‘_‘J

police officers. About $110
million will also be allocated
to support mental health
issues, and $660 million for
Aboriginal communities.

Ontario  would also
receive $13.9 billion to
address the fiscal imbalance.

York-Simcoe MPP Julia
Munro agrees with several
aspects of the budget.

“I actually thought there
were a couple of things that
were really good,”she said.

Munro likes the idea of
the tax-free savings
accounts.

“Anything that encour-
ages people to be looking at
saving is a good thing,” she
said. “I think it’s a really
good incentive for people.”

She also liked the idea of
the money going to research
and development in the auto
industry, pointing out that
will do more to make the
industry innovative

competitive.

In terms of flaws, Munro,
who is the Progressive
Conservatives’ culture critic
at Queen’s Park, thought
some more could have been
done in that area, especially
when it comes to preserving
heritage. She pointed out it’s
hard for some local groups to
afford insurance for some of
their buildings, and she
added some initiatives to
assist museums would have
been nice.

Van Loan says the budget
is balanced and accurately
depicts the current economic
climate.

“Our government is tak-
ing the path that requires
focus, prudence and disci-
pline,” he said. “This budget
builds on our long-term eco-
nomic plan Advantage
Canada, a plan that is a real-
istic and responsible way
forward.”

mllhon fix

poor soil conditions in the
area of the bridge, as well as
a considerable distance north
and south under Everton
Drive."

Other requirements, like
preloading the soil around
the bridge and capping gas
mains, were unexpected
when the project was origi-
nally being planned, said
Watson.

But the bridge needs to be
replaced, and has already
been reduced to one lane of
traffic, he said.

"The existing Everton
Bridge is in poor condition,"
he said. "The town should
proceed with the project and
take advantage of the current
COMRIF funding allocat-
ed."

Councillor Lynn Dollin
says the project is long over-
due. The bridge has caused
concern among local resi-
dents and town staff over the
last few years.

"I'm glad to see we're rip-
ping the band-aid off this,"

she said.

Council had expressed
concerns over the initial
length of time the bridge is
expected to close and the
required vehicle weight
restrictions.

Staff have since reduced
the project timeframe by
about a month and a half,
something that could slightly
increase the overall project
cost, said Watson.

However, delaying the
project further would have
caused construction timing
problems and even COMRIF
funding, he said.

"COMRIF funding for
this project may not be avail-
able to the municipality in
future years," he said. "Any
further delay in commencing
the project could result in the
project not being completed
within ~ Department  of
Fisheries and Oceans (time-
lines) or by March, which is
the deadline to have all the
works completed under the
COMRIF agreement."

Park bridges funded

By Chris Simon

Innisfil Beach Park's
bridges are getting a finan-
cial boost.

Town council approved
$25,000 for the installation
of helical piles to support the
pedestrian bridges in the
park, during a recent meet-
ing.

The town has already
allocated $97,000 for bridge
work at the park, however
soil tests have indicated the
extra work needs to be done,
said parks and recreation
manager Rick Garner.

"Construction without the

proper footing for the bridge
would provide an unsafe
environment for our park
users and therefore increase
the liability risk if someone
should fall or trip because of
the shifting of the bridge
abutment," he said, in a report
to council. "It would also
reduce the accessibility for
disabled persons using our
park, and would not be con-
sistent with current Canadian
pedestrian bridge codes."
The piles protect bridges
and abutments from high
water and runoff caused by
flooding and ice damage.



